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and mental capacities which people inherit from their ancestors. Even
where human conditions are directly responsible for the distribution of
certain types of human activity, further study shows that indirectly the
geographical environment has a great deal to do with the matter. Hence,
human geography may be defined as the study of the nature and distribu-
tion of the relationships between geographical environment and human
activities and qualities.
How Human Geography May be Studied
The science of human geography may be studied in many ways. One
of the best is to think of it as a series of problems, or questions for which
answers must be found. Some of these problems are large and complex
like the problem of how far the progress of a given people is due to the
geographical conditions under which they live. For example, why are
the people of the forests of Central Africa primitive hunters and those of
the steppes of Central Asia ignorant cattle raisers, while those of New
Jersey are a highly civilized manufacturing and commercial people ? So
great a problem can be solved only through the solution of many smaller
ones, such as the effect of rainfall, vegetation, and distance from the ocean
upon food, clothing, shelter, and tools, and especially upon man's occu-
pations, health, energy, and racial character. Even such secondary prob-
lems, however, are too complicated to be easily solved. The way to solve
them is first to study many minor problems. For example, even a child
can see that since good grass does not grow in the forests of New Guinea,
cattle cannot thrive there. It is equally easy to solve the problem of why
the people of Central Asia, where the thermometer often drops below
zero, wear sheepskin coats, while those of Central Africa, where a tem-
perature of 70a is considered cold, wear almost no clothing. Thus human
geography may be thought of as a vast series of simple problems leading
to others that are more complex. To both student and teacher the solution
of such problems becomes intensely interesting as soon as the spirit of the
work is well understood.
In this volume we shall study some of man's chief relations to his
environment and find why these relations vary from one part of the
world to another. Although all the main phases of human geography
will be considered, our attention will be devoted mainly to the most
practical parts, which are also the most interesting. The practical parts
are the problems that are usable in our daily lives, those, for instance,
that help us understand what we read in books, magazines, and news-
papers, that enable us to discuss current events intelligently, and that guide
us in plans for business or travel.

